Dear Sir/Madam, 

I have recently engaged in correspondence with officers of the Wellington City Council regarding their announcement of an impending cull of our city pigeons. I am in the very good company of many other caring Wellington constituents who are attempting to have their voices 
heard on this issue. It is extremely disappointing that none of us have yet received a satisfactory reply from the council addressing our concerns (please see attached standard response from Alison Box).

I am also disappointed that such an announcement has not provoked any comment from organisations such as your own. Those who refuse to voice an opinion on such issues are ultimately overridden or guided by those who do. Please do not let the councils voice be 
the only one that is heard. It is organisations such as yours that must take on this issue and present good comment and advice and encourage public opinion against this atrocity. 

I submit to you my points of concern, in the hope and belief that they will concern you also: 

Of primary concern is that the Wellington City Council has decided to cull our pigeons with no apparent research into the likely consequences.

 In our own history, culling has been conducted and obviously has not worked. But there are countless examples of other councils around the world, most notably London and Paris, who acknowledge that culling does not work. Indeed, they have already implemented alternative solutions which they say are working. Some councils even have a strict 'no cull' policy as they recognise not only that culling does not solve the problem, but in many instances has made it worse and increased the bird numbers. 
Our council has culled before and it obviously has not worked. A council that refuses to learn from the mistakes of others is a concern, but one who will not learn from their own shows a serious lack of quality leadership. 

The fact that culling has been the first choice of action rather than a last resort is most disturbing. 

Not only have the council gone against world trends in deciding to adopt a proven ineffective method. But the only advice they appear to have sought is that of pest controllers, whom we know have a vested financial interest. The council has conducted no studies on the pigeon populations, they have not provided any forum for the input of public comment or interested parties, they have not tried to talk to pigeon feeders, they have not tried feeding in other designated areas, providing dovecotes, pigeon wardens, sterilisation or any other method of living with the pigeons whatsoever. 

In addition to the above foremost concerns, it is most astounding that the WCC has not prepared any data on which they can build, to justify a cull, even to themselves. 
   
The council states that it will consider the 'success' of this 'trial' killing spree, at Christmas and decide what to do from there. Without basic population’s statistics, how will they assess this success?  How does one tell if there are less birds, when one does not know how many there were to start with? The council does not know how many pigeons are in the population now, last year or three years ago. They have no idea of the sex ratio of the population or the fecundity success, if they have bad years or good years and what it relates to. They have no idea of the feeding habits of the pigeons or what reliance they have on pigeon feeders or city waste or if they have natural sources as well. They do not know what dictates the prime roosting spots and what disqualifies other spots. What possible conclusions can they reach at the end of this 'trial' without any data to back it up? 

The only reason the council has found to justify this cull is that of 'public health' and 'building damage'. Both of these issues are unwarranted if the council was fulfilling its obligations.  

This is a very poor effort to disguise council neglect under a blanket of 'pigeon problems' and have them swept under the carpet before the next vote. Certainly there are issues of disease with pigeons as there are with all animals including our own species. But occurrence of these transmissions from bird to human is very rare, at a global level, even among pigeon breeders who are constantly exposed to the risk. Exposure to such a transmission in a public park or on the street is virtually nil.

Personally I think it is of more concern that a council would allow the only few remaining green spaces in the central city to accumulate large amounts of droppings simply to use as ammunition in their absurd plans. 
Building damage is largely an issue of maintenance and the old proverb, "a stitch in time saves nine" seems quite apt here. The monetary time and costs of regular maintenance is considerably lower than the large cost outlay that is necessary from long-term neglect of these assets. 

Pigeons are not listed in the pest management plan as a species being targeted and the public have not been given any formal opportunity to comment on their control

In all of the WCC documented plans and policies regarding pest species, the pigeon is not mentioned. All other species subjected to 'control' including goats, possums, deer and plants, are fully documented with methods and dates published and open for public submission. These species are also included in the last published Pest Management Plan of 2004. Pigeons are not mentioned in this plan even once. 

That any council can decide to dispatch a large proportion of a species without any kind of consultation or restriction on their methods is wrong.  Pigeons do not have any protection under our law

That it is actually legal for a council to decide to shoot our pigeons while they sleep in their roosts is a shame on our nation. New Zealand has made leaps and bounds in legislation in protect our wildlife and our domestic stock and pets. It is now illegal for an animal to be killed in a manner that causes unnecessary pain or distress, “except if the animal is a pest". As a nominated 'pest' species our beautiful unassuming city pigeon is not protected. This hole in the law supports council decisions of this nature and it must be changed. 

In making this decision the WCC has wrongly and willfully wasted ratepayer time and money. They have ignored the advice of our nations prime animal welfare organisation and they have spent our money on an inhumane solution that will not work. 

The WCC has recently, at the last minute, consulted with the Wellington SPCA. The SPCA has advised that they do not approve of their methods. The council has not amended their plans. They have spent $15,000 of ratepayer funds on a solution that global research shows will not work. Just half of this amount would have paid for a comprehensive consultation from pigeon control experts (such as PiCAS - see links below), to provide a tailored and permanent solution. .

There is a choice or actions you can take: 

Please make the voice of your organisation heard with an official comment against the cull of our pigeons.

    Send your emails to:
    Alison.box@wcc.govt.nz   raaj.govinda@wcc.govt.nz   Kerry.prendergast@wcc.govt.nz 
 gary.poole@wcc.govt.nz   Derek.fry@wcc.govt.nz   letters@dompost.co.nz     info@nzspca.co.nz

    2.      If you do not feel you can do this, please forward this email around to your staff and members who may feel the desire to make an individual comment. 

    3.      Wellington's Dominion Post is taking notice of this issue due to some persistent individual voices, and there will be further publicity (see Oct 15th Dominion Post http://www.stuff.co.nz/dominionpost/)

    4.      There is a public protest to be staged on Thursday the 16th of October in Wellington's Civic Square between 11:30 am and 1:30pm.  All are welcomed to show their support by their presence.

    5.      Please check the WCC E-Petition site in a few days (we are patiently awaiting the City Council staff to approve it on their website!)  and sign our e-petition against the pigeon cull.  http://www.wellington.govt.nz/haveyoursay/e-petitions/ep/current_eps

    6.      If you would like a copy of our written petition against the pigeon cull to collect signatures in the office, please send me a reply e-mail so I can forward one to you.
 
 Sincerely 

Mary Heslan
Wellington CBD
    
The following are a collection of links you may like to browse to get an overview of the perceived problem and the possible solutions:

    The first we heard of it (via the dominion post) December 2007

    http://www.infonews.co.nz/news.cfm?id=10971 

    The next we heard of it (via the Wellingtonian)

    http://www.stuff.co.nz/dominionpost/4703941a27348.html  September 2008

    What internationally renowned pest controllers PiCAS say:

    http://www.picasuk.com/why_lethal_bird_control_fails.html   

    Combination solutions offered by PiCAS

    http://www.picasuk.com/alternatives_to_lethal_bird_control.html
