Dear Alison,

 

You will no doubt be aware of the recent WCC released statements concerning the upcoming pigeon cull - http://www.stuff.co.nz/dominionpost/4703941a27348.html.
 

When the fate of an animal is at the hands of humans who –against numerous historical blunders- pursue monetary gain, this is truly something that will forever leave me immeasurably ashamed of the human race. I do not need to spell out that in an increasingly “human over-populated” planet, there are very few individuals who would oppose a human cull in any form, let alone by rifle. The fact that we can impose this decision on a species unable to voice their objections does not- in my humble opinion – give us the right to do so. I can only hope that there are higher forces at play that address such injustices. However, I am not attempting herein to appeal to a sense of compassion for I fear that battle has already been long lost. At this late hour, I would simply like to ensure that your decision - which appears to already have been made – is implemented with the highest degree of ethics enshrined in New Zealand law.

 

I understand that there are opportunities for the public to present their case in such Council matters and I would appreciate having some time following your most recent announcement to prepare a petition opposing the rifle cull. I am aware of prior e-petitions on this matter but in light of the announcement of using rifles, I believe that the public should be allowed to voice their objections to this particular method of cull. Prior press releases on this matter only mentioned shooting as an option along with other possibilities – this announcement is the first of I am aware – in which shooting has been selected as the preferred option by the WCC. There are serious animal ethics issues involved with a proposed rifle culling in the particular event where the shot is not a deadly one. I understand that the SPCA is currently in talks with the WCC about related matters. I will certainly like to hear back from you on how these contractors intend to deal with the birds that escape with non-fatal bullet injuries- such a scenario is not difficult to imagine considering that the cull will be undertaken at night and the target is potentially a moving one. A bullet to any part of the bird other than the head is likely to lead to a sufferable and painful death for the animal. Even the most skillfully trained marksman is bound to miss “a deadly shot” every time a bird is struck and there ought to be specific arrangements in place for dealing with these incidents ensuring as little suffering as possible for the animals in question.

 

Your press release also gives the impression that while shooting the birds is an option, it will be left up to your contractors to make this decision ultimately. I sincerely hope that this is not the case. Presumably, the WCC has provided the contractors with some criteria that they will use in deciding whether to open fire on the birds? If so, I believe it is in the public’s interest to know what these are and I encourage you to issue a more informed and detailed press release in the more widely circulated Dominion Post.

 

I am aware of at least one other rate payer (Julian Gillespie) who wrote to you directly earlier this year about similar matters and to this date, she is yet to hear back from you. She alleges also that her phone calls to you were also not returned. She has indicated that she will be writing to you again very shortly. The lack of a response gives the impression that the decision has been negligent in allowing for the opinions and concerns of the city’s constituent members – I hope you will agree that this is unacceptable.

 

I will look forward to your timely response to all the matters that I have raised herein as I intend to use this to prepare a petition against the proposed rifle cull. I trust that you will put the cull on hold in order to allow members of the public to voice their concerns on your proposal.

 

 

Ed

