May 12. 2009

Hi Iona,
 
During November of last year, I approached Te Papa on account of a large number of the newly hatched ducklings drowning in the adjacent pond (Bush City) during stormy weather. At that time, some of us (including the Environmental Investigations Officer of the Upper Hutt City Council) who are very concerned about this problem were invited in to speak to Te Papa officials about the matter. During these discussions, we offered our services (financially and otherwise) to help build a simple ramp (estimated at around $100) along the short edge (approx 1 metre long) where the drownings were taking place. This vicinity of the pond is such that the young birds become trapped in a corner, unable to escape the strong unidirectional water current flow. We also recommended as an alternative to the ledge, the use of a large boulder (similar to the ones at the front of the museum’s entrance) placed in the water so that the ducklings would be able to climb onto when the waters became choppy.
 
The main outcome of our meetings with Te Papa was that they started a sterilisation program to reduce the number of hatchlings in the pond. Whilst we are pleased with this, the fact remains that it is impossible to locate all nests and also, not all eggs within a located clutch are sterilised in attempt to prevent the female from laying follow-up clutches. Te Papa understands these issues. Inevitably this means, that new ducklings will be added to the existing population at Bush City, despite Te Papa’s ongoing sterilisation programme. While we understand that Te Papa would prefer to have as few ducks as possible, we would like the animals already there to not suffer unnecessarily. [On a tangential note, this once again underpins the need for this country to start investing in contraceptive drugs- from our earlier conversations, I understand that this will need to be driven by Central Government and I will be writing to the Minister of the Environment in an attempt to get the ball rolling].
 
I have spoken to various SPCA staff who say that they are routinely called out by members of the public to help the ducklings escape during these times. Invariably, the young birds drown by the time the SPCA inspection officers arrive at Te Papa. This is an unnecessary waste of animal welfare resources every year as the matter can be addressed very simply by the installation of a simple ramp. In addition to this, Te Papa staff must also routinely net out the dead birds after the associated inclement weather conditions. Again, this is time wasted that can be avoided with the proposed ramp. I walk past the area every day and I would also argue that a ramp would help to avoid adverse public sentiment towards the Museum from those who witness the drownings and/or the resulting dead birds floating in the pond.
 
With the onset of winter, and with Te Papa having done nothing to remedy the drownings, we are facing another bout of drownings come October/ November and a large number of us are hoping that this does not happen. In response to our offer of assistance to install a simple ramp, Te Papa wrote,
 
“We are leaving open the option of a ledge until next year in order to evaluate how the other initiatives are working”
 
This “evaluation” period by Te Papa seems to ignore the fact that new ducklings will be hatched regardless of how effective their sterilisation programme actually turns out to be. It is true that the programme’s effectiveness regardless needs to be monitored (largely for their own internal purposes) but doing nothing about the ledge is simply inexcusable, given the associated low installation cost. Doing nothing to prevent the drownings makes this a case of borderline animal cruelty and neglect. Given your interest in the animal welfare, I thought it would be most fitting to ask you to look into this matter for us. Please use the “Reply All” function when you respond. I have just looked through the Draft Council Plan and felt that now would be a good time for you to raise this issue within the Council so that it may be appropriately dealt with.
 
We look forward to your reply.
 
 
Kindest Regards,
 
 
 
Ed  Abdool
