The Honourable Ian McKinnon 

Deputy Mayor
City of Wellington
101 Wakefield Street
Wellington
New Zealand
 
29 October 2008
 
Dear Deputy Mayor McKinnon,
 
I hope this letter finds you well. PETA is the largest animal rights organisation in the world, with more than 2 million members and supporters dedicated to the protection of animals. We have received calls from Wellington-area residents who are deeply concerned by the Wellington City Council's decision to use firearms to destroy pigeons in and around Midland Park. We share our complainants' concerns – shooting is a cruel, costly and ineffective way to address unwanted bird populations. We urge you to immediately halt plans to cull pigeons in Wellington and instead commit to using humane and non-lethal long-term methods. We would be happy to put you in touch with experts whose proven solutions to perceived "nuisance" bird populations are effective and spare animals from needless suffering. 
 
Please consider the following:
 
         It is virtually impossible to quickly and humanely kill pigeons by the use of firearms. The individuals hired to shoot the animals often lack formal sharpshooter training, and many pigeons who are shot are merely wounded by the pellets. These birds often suffer miserably for hours or even days before dying.
         Using firearms is costly. A flock will repopulate quickly when its members are destroyed. The Pigeon Control Advisory Service (PICAS) – the leading international authority on humane pigeon control – reports that such quick fixes are only temporary solutions and will require the community to repeat unpopular cull events that waste resources and time.
         Lethal methods fail to address ongoing overpopulation concerns and the source of the problem: the overabundance of food. A flock of pigeons will continue to grow when food is plentiful, but birds will stop reproducing or even move away when food is limited. Killing a large number of birds in a flock at once results in a temporary spike in the food supply, which causes the population to increase. Additionally, killing adult pigeons will give an advantage to younger birds who otherwise would have had a poorer chance of survival. Often, older non-breeding birds are destroyed, leaving younger, healthier birds to vigorously repopulate the flock.
         Removing birds from an area without altering the habitat is not an effective way to eliminate conflicts. Killing birds without modifying the habitat to exclude newcomers will not reduce pigeon numbers for long, as other birds will move in to use the available resources. 
         Public opinion favours compassionate solutions. Without fail, pigeon shoots and other cruel mass-killing ventures prompt widespread public outcry. Many Wellington-area residents have already voiced their dismay about the city's gruesome plan; the number of concerned constituents is guaranteed to grow as word of this plan spreads via the internet, media coverage, etc. 
 
Many easily obtainable products such as netting and porcupine wire prevent birds from roosting in certain areas, and Wellington should also implement and enforce an anti-feeding ordinance. PICAS recommends managing food supplies (and locations where food is made available to the pigeons) as a long-term, effective solution to unwanted bird populations. Please find enclosed our guide "Permanent and Humane Pigeon Control Solutions", which outlines the integrated management programme (IMP) developed by PETA and PICAS. This programme has proved to be successful in reducing pigeon populations by an average of 50 per cent in cities such as Basel, Switzerland, and Paris, France.
 
To help facilitate a switch to humane non-lethal methods, we would be happy to put you in touch with PICAS or other organisations that can assist you with a pigeon-control programme that Wellington's residents – and its birds – can live with. Can we please hear from you right away?
 
Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to your response and can be contacted at 757-962-8338 or DaphnaN@peta.org. 
 
Respectfully,

Daphna Nachminovitch, Vice President
Cruelty Investigations Department
