Dear Councillors,

It is not with great joy that | find myself having to write to you again concerning Wellington City

Council’s handling of matters involving our urban pigeons.

| have heard today that the Council has advised the Left Bank Body Corporate (LBBC) that they
are free to go ahead and cull the pigeons in the area of the Left Bank mall.

The first issue that we at Wellington’s Anti-Cull Coalition (WACC) have, is that culling pigeons

in a localised area within the city limits is a pointless exercise. Unless the nesting and roosting
sites are eliminated, removing pigeons from the Left Bank area will only cause pigeons from

surrounding areas to move into the vacated niches resulting in an overall increase in the pigeon
population. This of course is counterproductive to the Council’s current policy on urban

dwelling pigeons and will only result in further complaints from the likes of the LBBC.

Secondly, having observed the Left Bank for years, no serious efforts are made to control the
pigeons by non-lethal methods. Drastic actions such as culling are therefore unwarranted and
will be unsuccessful. We request that the Council inspects the Left Bank mall and take some
action against the LBBC for gross negligence and disregard for public health. This action might
include providing basic advice on what the LBBC authorities need to do to properly address the

perceived problem and some enforced cleaning.

I’'m not sure how many councillors are familiar with the Left Bank so | have attached some
photos. | hope you will have a quick look at them. WACC took these photos in April this year

and some in the last few days.

You can see in these photos that the buildings provide many roosting spots in the upper levels.
Also, the maze of pipes and conduits on the ceiling of the ground floor have large accumulations
of pigeon droppings as they have been permanent roosting spots for years. The alleyway to
Ghuznee Street is a disgusting mess of graffiti, rubbish and human excrement attracting all kinds
of foraging creatures. The rear driveway is often full of dubious kinds of rubbish and the area

behind the bakery is almost always wet due to inadequate drainage and invariably this area is



covered in an eye-sore medley of waste. The storage room behind the bakery has had a window

broken for at least four years and pigeons roost and breed successfully inside.

You may look at some of these photos and think to yourself, ‘Well, it is the pigeons that are the
problem of course’. However, the pigeons are just doing what comes naturally as they have been
living with and around people for thousands of years. Specifically, the problem in the Left Bank
is that no effort at all has been made to exclude the pigeons from these roosting sites, or to clean
up the mess; neither the mess of the pigeons, nor the mess of the people (which also attracts the
pigeons). Killing the pigeons will not remedy this, as others will just move in to fill the available
niches. The only way to solve this problem is to exclude the pigeons from the area. Given the
extreme proximity of food serving outlets, the filth caused by people and the Council’s widely
advertised health concerns regarding public-health and pigeons, it is very odd that the Council

has ignored this and all other health concerns in this area, thus far.

I have some personal experience in Left Bank, as a retailer there in 2005-6 and it is with this in
mind that | say with authority that pigeons are not the biggest problem in the Left Bank or to the
LBBC: the mall is still littered with a cocktail of human rubbish, graffiti, vomit and (specifically
to the Left Bank alleyway), a seemingly unending supply of urine and faeces (of human origin!).
Cleaning up the front of my store before opening was a major task; the few pigeon droppings
here and there were definitely the least of my worries regarding public health and safety for my
customers. During my business tenure there, the Left Bank was never cleaned other than by the
retailers themselves, as best they could every morning. In frequent visits to the area since
closing my business and discussions with current retailers, | note that nothing has changed.

In the last three weeks WACC has noted some vague cleaning of ceiling pipe work and a
scattering of bird spikes put up on some of the pipes on the ground floor. However a scattering
of spikes cannot be seen as a serious pigeon-control measure but rather, a token by the LBBC to
justify an ill-thought out killing spree. As you can see from our recent photos attached, these
pipes have not been cleaned for very long periods prior to this. If the LBBC were to
professionally bird-proof all available perching sites and thoroughly clean the areas, within just a
couple of months they would notice a marked reduction in the pigeon population. One only has



to look down the road at the Law School building to see how successful exclusion devices can be

in a very short period of time.

Whilst I appreciate that the Council is not directly involved with this cull, by allowing private
control of a city-wide species, the Council must take direct responsibility for the methods used
together with the overall increasing effect that culls will have on the city's pigeon population as a
whole. Inallowing such culls, the Council also becomes responsible for the needless killing of
pigeons in a manner that often causes a long and suffering death. The cull will have no negative
effect on the population level; it will serve only to add dead pigeon carcasses to the accumulated
filth in the Left Bank.

Given the neglect and current unhygienic state of the Left Bank Mall, we hereby request that the
LBBC be advised that they cannot conduct the planned cull. We ask further that the council
inspect the Left Bank Mall to satisfy themselves of the assertions made herein, and place
requirements on the LBBC to have the mall’s external surfaces regularly cleaned, to complete
the professional installation of exclusion spikes throughout the mall rather than at selected spots,
and finally to arrange the cleaning of the human filth and excrement on a regular basis, to avoid a

surely imminent public health issue.

In the future when such an enquiry is made to the Council, we put forward that the WCC takes
on a duty, in the interest of both public health and animal welfare concerns, to provide some
form of educational guidance to residents and businesses alike on assessing the real problem and
how to successfully address it. It is time that the WCC took a more proactive role in pest control
and brought itself up-to-date with modern, pigeon-control techniques which have been proven
successful and used throughout Europe and the rest of the modern world. To this end, |
have attached for your information, a report from New Zealand’s Landcare Research on pigeon
control, prepared in August last year for the Hawkes Bay City Council. This thoroughly
researched report outlines the recommended methods of minimizing urban pigeon populations,
the most successful and economical of which are non-lethal controls. These controls include
exclusion devices to reduce the roosting and breeding areas and a reduction in available food
(though not altogether eliminated as that is likely to cause inhumane death by starvation). In the

event of a business/individual approaching the Council regarding plans to cull, we propose that



(quite apart from any subjective view on the ethical treatment of animals), the Council (out of
sheer courtesy) advise against a process that is amply demonstrated as a waste of financial and
time resources and instead provide some basic advice on installing non-lethal controls which will

provide long-term solutions.

| thank you for your time. | hope that you will consider my points and look at the material
attached. Given that the cull is expected to take place very soon, | would appreciate a prompt
reply from councillors on these issues and will follow up in three working days if | have not
received any response. You are free to share this correspondence with the LBBC and any other
interested parties as you deem necessary. In the interest of both public health and sound scientific
processes, the WACC is very concerned about this matter and will continue to monitor it very

closely.

Sincerely

Mary Heslan

for the WACC
23/06/2010

http://www.noculling.org
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